Teachers have participated in ongoing professional development, focusing on literacy, numeracy and
e-learning. Two staff are currently on Royal Society of New Zealand science fellowships to further
their study. The knowledge and skills gained by these teachers will greatly benefit science
programmes for students. The teachers will also be able to use their expertise to lead a review of
science teaching in the school and to make recommendations to the board about how it can
strategically support science teaching and learning in the school.

The principal and board have been innovative in reaching out to the school community, which is
inclusive of children, staff, parents, whanau and groups who support the school in many ways.

Board assurance on legal requirements

Before the review, the board of trustees and principal of the schoo! completed an ERO Board
Assurance Statement and Self-Audit Checklist. In these documents they attested that they had taken
all reasonable steps to meet thelr legislative obligations related to:

+  board administration

e« curriculum

= management of health, safety and welfare
¢ personnel management

+ financial management

¢  asset management.

During the review, ERO checked the following items because they have a potentially high impact on
students' achievement:

e« emotional safety of students {including prevention of bullying and sexual harassment)
» physical safety of students

e teacher registration

o stand-downs, suspensions, expulsions and exclusions

e attendance.

When is ERO likely to review the school again?

ERO is likely to carry out the next review in three years.

Richard Thornton
National Manager Review Services
Northern Region

24 June 2011
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Education Review Report;
Snells Beach Primary School

The purpose of ERO’s reviews is to give parents and the wider school community assurance about
the guality of education that schools provide and their children receive. ERQ's reports are intended
to be clear, concise, constructive and evaluative. An ERO school report answers the guestion “How
effectively is this school's curriculum promoting student learning - engagement, progress and
achievement?” Under that overarching question ERO reports on the guality of education and
learning outcomes for children and for specific groups of children including Maori students, Pacific
students and students with special needs. ERO also reports on the quality of the school's systems for
sustaining and continuing improvements.

This report has been prepared in accordance with standard procedures approved by the Chief
Review Officer.

Findings

1 Context

What are the important features of this school’s context that have an impact on student learning?

This is the first ERO report on Snells Beach Primary School, which opened in 2009. The school caters
for students in Years 1 to 6 and is situated in the semi-rural community of Snells Beach, Rodney
District. The well designed, eco-friendly buildings are set in a spacious landscape of native planting
and sports facilities. The school is well resourced with information and communication technologies
(ICT) to support students’ Jearning.

The school’s Living Values programme contributes to the positive culture of the school. Children are
confident and enthusiastic learners who enjoy respectful relationships with each other and with
adults. Their progress and achievement is fostered by the interest, involvement and support of the
wider community. The school provides a welcoming and inclusive environment for all children and
children with special learning and sacial needs are well catered for.

In partnership with the principal and staff, the establishment board and two boards of trustees have
worked effectively to set up a new school. They have made well considered decisions in developing
a school vision, managing school growth, and determining priorities for the development of the
school. Trustees, the principal and staff are focused on making continuous improvements that
support positive outcomes for students.

2 Learning

How well are students learning — engaging, progressing and achieving?

Children are confident, articulate and eager to learn. Respectful relationships and good quality
teaching enable children to express and explore ideas with each other and their teachers. Teachers
are skilled at talking to children about their work and giving them feedback on how to improve. Staff
have identified that it would now be helpful to explore teaching approaches that help chiidren to
know what they have achieved and to identify the next steps in their learning,

Education Review Office Snells Beach Primary School — PNE759
Confirmed Education Review Report June 2011
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