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Kia ora, Kia orana and Greetings to our school families and friends

We have just completed a very busy two weeks with a number of school events that have been very successful.

Teacher/Parent Interviews

The interviews last Thursday were very well attended indeed and I would like to thank you all for taking the opportunity to come along and find out about your child’s progress so far this year.  We had very positive feedback about the interviews and the teachers also found them very worthwhile.  The next event in our reporting calendar will be the mid year assessment summary that will come home at the end of this term.  On that, you will have a record of your child’s achievement data to date, and we will follow this with selected interviews for children who we feel need it in Term 3.

Literacy Information Evening

This was also a well attended event with approximately 30 parents in attendance on Wednesday evening this week.   We are seeing some excellent results form our Fitzroy literacy programme and it was great to be able to share some of this
	information with the parents who attended and to outline how the literacy programmes work.  Thank you to those who attended.  We will be offering a similar evening with a focus on numeracy later in the year.

Board of Trustees

This is a very important time for us in the governance cycle of the school.  As you will be aware, the current Establishment Board is about to relinquish its role and the process is now underway for a a new Board to be elected. On Thursday this week, we held the Annual Meeting of the Board.  While this is no longer required by law, the Board felt it was important to ‘sign off’ on their time in bringing the school to opening day.  Enclosed with this newsletter you will find copies of the Board Chair’s Report and the Principal’s Report that were presented at the meeting. These give a summary of the last eighteen months – already we have forgotten just how much was involved in getting to 5 February! 

We had only one parent attend the annual meeting, and while I know that the meeting time may not have been convenient for all, it was disappointing to see such a low turnout. I would encourage you to think about standing for the new Board – it is such an important role.  The next Board meeting will be held on 28 May and I would urge any parents thinking of putting their name forward to come along to that meeting to see how things run.  For details of this and the election timeline please see the school diary on the back page.

School Houses

You are probably aware, through the children, that we have established four Houses within the school, led by our House Captains.   This week, the House Captains drew lots for the colours to be associated with each House.  
	They are as follows:

Schooners: Green

Scows: Red

Dories: Blue

Cutters: Yellow

From time to time children will be asked to come wearing something that is the colour of their House.

Options

On Wednesday this week we began our Options Programme for Year 4-6 students.  Children chose which option they would like to participate in, and the Year 6’s were all able to be accommodated in their first choices.  
The options for this term are:

Choir, Pasifika Song & Dance, House Banners, Foundation Garden, TV Station, & Spanish.

This is a way to ‘add value’ to the school programme and extend the programme in ways that we are not able to do in the classroom.  Options will also be offered in Term 3.

Reminder About School Starting Time

PLEASE have your children at school in time to start in the classroom at 9am. Late arrivals are very disruptive for the teacher and the other children.

The Dawson Rd Patrol comes off crossing duty at 8.45am to allow these monitors time to get back to school and to class without being rushed.  
Please help us by ensuring your children are there in time to cross before 8.45am.
Thank you.
Kind regards

Jill Corkin

Principal
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WELCOME TO THE FOLLOWING


NEW CHILDREN


WHO STARTED WITH US THIS TERM:





Keetan Highfiled 		Year 0
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HELPERS WANTED!





We would love some parents, grandparents or other adults to assist us stamping, covering, preparing and organizing some new resources that have come into the school. Our challenge is to make these resources accessible to children as soon as possible. 





If you are able to help please contact the office on 09 425 6058, or email Kathryn Ramel �HYPERLINK "mailto:kramel@snellsbeach.school.nz"�kramel@snellsbeach.school.nz�


�
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Our Year Six students have been working hard, fundraising for their camp to Tongariro Regional Park in a few weeks time. They are currently running the following enterprises:





DAWG DAYS. Hotdogs  $2 each, Juicies $1. American Hotdogs (in a bun) and Juicies have been for sale the previous two Fridays, and will continue for one last week, being next week, Friday 22nd May. Food needs to be pre-ordered to classroom teachers on the Thursday.                                      





         �          





BAGS OF MANDARINS. 1kg bags $2.50. Bags may be purchased from the stall at the top of our stairs both before and after school.


�





MACROCARPA CHOPPING BOARDS $20, or $25 (two sizes). These may be viewed at reception. They are a thick slab style board, made of recycled macrocarpa & oiled with olive oil.          


�                         �


All profits from this fundraising will be distributed among our Year 6 students as payment towards their camp. Your support is appreciated!








Newsletter Issue 2009/8                                                                             Snells Beach School  62 Dawson Rd  Ph 09 425 6058 

















      


















































   

















                                              �














 


  From the Principal  














“Snells Beach School will prepare children for successful futures and


life-long learning


through dynamic teaching and quality learning opportunities”





15 May 2009
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We need Umpires to support our Netball Team ! If you can help please call Carla Morrison 


09 425 6569





DOLPHINBALL 


For School Years 4 – 8





Dolphinball is a modified version of Waterpolo and a great chance for kids to play a team game, develop water skills and keep fit while having fun.





We are running a 5 week trial on Tuesdays at Mahurangi College Pool from 5.30pm – 6.30pm starting May 26th 2009. Cost is $20.


Players must be able to swim 25m freestyle competently.  


Call Cath on 425 4569 or Ruth 422 9349 by 24th May to enroll.

















School Diary


Week 4


Tuesday 19 May


Zone Netball Day – Rodney Netball Courts, Wellsford


Wednesday 20 May


Health Nuse talking to Junior Classes about colds and noses


Friday 22 May


2pm – Full school assembly – parents welcome


Week 5


Wednesday 27 May


Electoral Roll closes for Board of Trustees elections


Thursday 28 May


4.30pm – Board of Trustees Meeting


Friday 29 May


Noon – Nominations close for Board of Trustees elections


2pm - Junior school assembly - parents welcome





Other Important Dates to Note


Monday 1 June – Queens Birthday Weekend Holiday – NO SCHOOL ON THIS DAY.


2-5 June – Year 6 Camp


Thursday 4 June 7pm – PTA Meeting in the staffroom.


Friday 5 June – Arbor Day.  We will be planting our trees donated on opening day & participating in planting on Goodall Reserve. Parents welcome.





19 June – Voting Day – Board of Trustees Elections


26 June – Votes counted and results declared – Board of Trustees elections


30 June – First Board Meeting of the new Board of Trustees











�





Hockey


It has been a good start to the season for our school Hockey players, currently playing in a combined team with the Mahurangi Christian School. Luke O’Neill, Dylan O’Neill, Sam Collings, Taryn Meachin and Matthew Dunn have played in two games so far, a strong 8-1 win over Kaipara Flats, and a 4-8 loss to Matakana. The team have been training hard after school on Wednesdays.





Netball


Our netballers travelled up to the Rodney Netball Centre in stormy conditions on Saturday, before losing 4-1 to Wellsford. Player of the day was Sarah-Jane MacGillivray.


Here’s hoping we get more favorable weather conditions for our Saturday Sport teams this weekend, particularly for the parents supporting on the sideline!


Mixed Netball Zone Day


Next Tuesday, May 19th we have two mixed netball teams travelling to the Rodney Netball Courts at Wellsford to represent our school in the Zone competition. We have a Year 6 team, and a combined Year 4/5 team.  See our next newsletter for a team photo and tournament results.
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